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Fig. 1 The Paleolithic locations of Xiachuan site, modified from Wang, et al. ©*]
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Table 1  Technical characteristics of classifications of boat-shaped cores
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OBSERVATIONS OF BOAT-SHAPED CORE FROM XIACHUAN SITE

Wang Jing, Du Shuisheng
(Institute of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract

Boat-shaped core is a kind of microblade core with boat-shaped morphology. Currently, Xiachuan site, which
located in Xiachuan Village, Qinshui County, Jincheng City, Shanxi Province, found the largest number of
discoveries of the core. During 2014 ~2017, some new investigations and excavations held in several Localities in
Xiachuan site by the School of History of Beijing Normal University and Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology,
and Locality Xiaobaihua is one of the Localities. The geographical coordinates of the Locality Xiaobaihua are
35°26'23"N, 112°01'17"E, with 2691 pieces of stone artifacts unearthed in total. Based on 'C dating, the
microlithic cultural layers of the Locality are suggested to be 28 ~ 23 ka B.P. The microlithic artifacts in Locality
Xiaobaihua contain 72 microblade cores, and 35 of them are recognized as boat-shaped cores. The studies on these
boat-shaped cores with typology and operation chain method reflects a utilization strategy without retouching
platform. Based on the differences of reducing and work process, boat-shaped cores can be divided into three types:
flat bottom, line bottom and point bottom. The core with flat and point bottom shows a straight reduction method,
while line bottom boat-shaped core usually retouched the body before the reducing work, potentially reflect a need
of standard production. The technique of boat-shaped core may found earlier in the Altai Mountains in Siberia,

which has important significance to the issue like the origin of microblade in Northern China.

Key words: Paleolithic; boat-shaped core; Xiachuan site



