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Fig. 1 The geographic position of Locality Liushuiyao in Xiachuan Site, modified from Wang el al.l’’
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Fig. 2 The location of excavated trench of Locality Liushuiyao
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Fig.3 West section of Locality Liushuiyao
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Table 1 The AMS "“C dating data of Locality Liushuiyao
, HCAEAR 1 IE J5 4R AR B J5 AR AR
op1 1 uh 2 S 2 o B =1 |
WS OME KRESS RIS PR (aB.P.) (a B.P.)(95.4% ) (a B.P.)(68.2%)
1 2 O0xA-36755 YQL2016T,2Q)A3:1 K 1418065 17044 ~ 17495 —
2 3 0OxA-36756 YQL2016T,3@2A2:99 NS 13790+ 60 16414 ~ 16947 —
3 4 Beta-503416 YQL2016T,4@DD3:2 V3 32580+180 36031 ~37056 36242 ~ 36684
4 4 Beta-503417 YQL2016T,43)B1:21 AR K 34040+240 37917 ~39120 38321~ 38804
5 4 Beta-503418 YQL2016T,4(3)C3:1 N 34600240 38575~39708 38785 ~ 39382
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Table 2 The statistics data of boat-shaped cores’ sizes

WEgitHE  KE(mm) FEE (mm) JEE(mm) FHE (g)
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M {H 15.14 21.25 12.70 4.26

R 25 8 5.47 7.72 4.06 3.05
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Fig. 4 The stone tools of Locality Liushuiyao. 1. Flat bottom boat-shaped core ( YQL2016T,2(MB2:236); 2. Point bottom

boat-shaped core( YQL2016T, 4D A3:9) ;3. Line bottom boat-shaped core ( YQL2016T,3(2 C3:72); 4. Semi-conical core

(YQL2016T,4 (D A2: 86); 5. Flake ( YQL2016T,2 3 A2:128); 6. Microblade ( YQL2016T,3 (D D2; 211); 7. Scraper

(YQL2016T,3(DD2:30) ; 8. Endscraper( YQL2016T,2(DD1:276) ; 9. Burin( YQL2016T,2@)C2:203) ; 10. Bifacial point
(YQL2016T,3DD3:24) ; 11. Scraper( YQL2016T,3(DA2:108)
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THE MICROBLADE INDUSTRY OF LOCALITY
LIUSHUIYAO IN XIACHUAN SITE, SHANXI PROVINCE

Shen Yanru', Wang Yiren’, Du Shuisheng'
(1. School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875; 2. Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology, Taiyuan 030001, Shanxi)

Abstract

Locality Liushuiyao of Xiachuan Site (35°23"13"N, 111°58’46"E) , which is located on a mountain platform
and about 1500 meters from the northeast Wentang Village in Yuanqu County, Shanxi Province. In 2016, School of
History of Beijing Normal University and Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology have jointly excavated a 12-
square-meter area with 4 meters long by 3 meters wide on the southwest side of this platform. Concatenating the
evidence from the stratigraphy, chronology and cultural remains, the Locality Liushuiyao could be divided into two
cultural layers. The lower cultural layer was the traditional simple core-flake culture, which could be traced back to
36~ 39 cal. ka B.P. The upper cultural layer, the main concern of this study, could be dated back to around
17 cal. ka B.P. and a total of 1182 pieces of stone products were discovered.

The original inhabitants of the upper cultural layer of Locality Liushuiyao preferred the flint as the main raw
material to produce stone artifacts, then the vein quartz, and lastly the siliceous mudstone and the agate. At the
same time, they preferred to use the technology of boat-shaped core rather than that of semi-conical core to product
microblade. Retouched stone tools primarily included scrapers, endscrapers and splintered pieces, in which burin
and points represented the typical features of the upper cultural layer of Locality Liushuiyao. These evidence support
the remains from the upper cultural layer of Locality Liushuiyao represent a typical microblade culture dominated by
boat-shaped core in North China.

The microblade industry of Locality Liushuiyao, through comparing with the other microblade cultures in north
China, on one hand, mainly inherited the cultural tradition of Xiachuan site of more than 20 ka B.P., and on the
other hand, it was slightly influenced by the culture of the same period from the Liiliang district and Nihewan basin.
In addition, Locality Liushuiyao showed similar culture with microblade industry of less than 20 ka B. P. in several
areas, including east Hebei, south Shandong, north Jiangsu and Gansu. This phenomenon may implicate that the
excavation of the Locality may be helpful for researching and understanding the cultural evolution of the mountain

areas during the transitional period from Paleolithic to Neolithic.

Key words: Yuanqu County of Shanxi Province; Xiachuan Site; Locality Liushuiyao; Microblade Industry
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