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PERIODIZATION, REGIONALIZATION AND OTHER
PROBLEMS OF THE LATE PALEOLITHIC CULTURE
IN NORTH CHINA

by

Du Shuisheng

Based on the summary of the newest achievements in the geological , geo-morphological,
faunal and absolute chronological analyses of relevant sites, the late Paleolithic cultures so
far generally recognized in North China can be divided into three stages, i.e. the periods of
Salawusu culture, Shiyu culture and Hutouliang culture.

The first stage corresponds to the early phase of Stage 1 of deep-sea oxygen isotope and
goes back to 50,000—35,000bp. During this period, stone flake industry prevailed across
North China.

The second stage corresponds to the late phase of Stage 1 of deep-sea oxygen isotope
and goes back to 35, 000—23, 000bp. when great changes took place in the Paleolithic
industry throughout North China. In Northwest and Northeast China, stone {lake industry
came into being; and some microliths appeared in southern Shanxi. In other regions,
although stone flake industry remained the main body, the emergence of works of art, bone
and antler artifacts and tombs indicate that man’s culture entered a new era.

The third stage corresponds to Stage I of deep-sea oxygen isotope and goes back to
23,000—10,000bp, when microlithic making became the principal industry of North China,
with the artifacts falling into the Hutouliang and Xiachuan types.

The environmental changes of the late Paleolithic culture in North China were brought
about mainly in the early phase of Stage T of deep-sea oxygen isotope. As the desert
expanded and the see level descended, the stage of human activities was transferred
eastwards, which affected to a certain extent upon cultural relations between North China
and Siberia. But in the late phase of Stage [ of deep-see oxygen isotope that saw the
shrinkage of the desert and the rise of the see level, the stage of human activities was
transferred westwards.

The demarcation hetween the mid and the late stages of the Paleolithic culture in North
China should be put between the Salawusu and the Shiyu cultures. The Xiachuan-type
microlithic culture must have originated in the area round the Bohai Bay in the prime of the
last glacial epoch. The Hutouliang culture may have taken its source in Siberia and spread

into part of North China in the final stage of the late Paleolithic Age.
TG KA
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